Give Pa teft{fli ans a chance 

tjih'w'it'k'ffc 1 historic first step towards direct 
P t L0 , has ce rtainly ruffled the feathers 
us L examine ihe current situation. 
i.nL^r- past year the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied Gaza Territory has raised the eyebrows of 
the world community. Over the last 12 months we 

witnessed Israeli troops employing 
overwhelming force to quell the Infitada. Not long 
ago the American television audience watched as 
JESS S S, dl u rS broke tte arms of rock-throwing pro- 
hi We h8Ve Con . Unually witnessed the occupying 
un»«t w°T g “ P refu | ee housing in response to civil 
unrest. We have seen the faces of the aged Palesti- 
nian women weeping for the loss of their children 
An i“° w jc have heard the words of Yassir Arafat, 
o. « ese words have renounced the use of terrorism 
i**®*®" of forwarding a poUUcal agenda. These 
Words have explicitly recognized the right of Israel to 
™ aa . seeking peaceful coexistence between 

a Palestinian state and Israel. Yet the Israeli govern- 

States 11181 these words are 8 not 
enough Israel says that a paragraph renouncing ter- 
rortsm in a United Nations speech does not 
emonstrate an abandonment of terrorist activities. 
However, the uprising in Gaza should not be 
equated with terrorism. While the refugees are not 
' Practicing the Ghandian method of civil disobedience 
moven > ent s for independence have? Sure- 
ly Israel needs only to search its own recent past 
ihe current and some former Prime Ministers of 
Israei luive used certain elements of terrorism in 
order to establish a Jewish homeland. Why are not 
the Palestinians entitled to their own state? Not in 
Jordan but in a newly created state called Palestine. 

Moreover, has the Israeli response to the Infitada 
been proper and proportional? The closing of schools 
™, t |«iH ient C M mp *J cuttin 8 off of news from the ’ 
be*&t*essive^ aD<1 **“ destruction o{ housing seems to 

, co . l i r *f ^r. Arafat’s words must translate Into 
deeds. If the PLO violates the precepts set forth in 
Arafat s proposals then they forfeit their right of 
statehood. The PLO has come a long way in 
“® d " a “ n * t he‘ r views toward Israel. They have ac- 
J contents of the two UN respolutions which 

Uons Is it d no? Hm P 7 C °? diUo , n to any type of ne 80tia- 
Mtodte East?* ** ^ ISrae to work for peace 

Israel's major concern is security and properly so 

*° n w n e J e I 7 e ^ a 7, mlght of aU A «b nations 0 
cannot match that of Israel. Moreover, the United 

5‘ at * a * ou }f. no ( t ®}I 0 w the Israel state to become en- 
, a "®?7 d „i, t , S tnUy that the very concept that 
Israel fought so proudly for, freedom and sovereign- 
ty ' “ s ® m fthing they seek to repress and deny The 
world. Including the United States, is beginning to see 
the unfair ngidity of the current Israeli stance. 

Finally , we must challenge Mr. Arafat’s 

H t 6 ha 1 acce P ted tbe preconditions to 
negotiations. Israel cannot keep changing the rules of 

« ,Ve r? e PaIestinians a chance at self- 
determination. If peiice is to prevaU the strong and 
secure (the United States and Israel) must initiate 


and further it. The United States has taken a major 
step in the interest of peace. Israeli reciprocity is 
now appropriate. 
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